
A letter to Ms. Christiana Figueres 
October 27th 2012 
 
Dear Ms. Figueres, 
 
I don't know you personally, although I've seen you speak before. I'm a 24-
year-old university graduate from Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA, and was 
at COP16 in Cancun with an academic delegation back in 2010. I recently 
read a New York Times article (Oct. 25, 2012) in which you were quoted 
expressing frustration at the political conversation around climate change 
in the United States -- or the lack of any meaningful political conversation. 
I'm writing simply to express support for you and what you're doing. 
 
I know this is a small thing, but I also know that talking about climate 
change in the U.S. can feel like shouting into a void, with the feeling that 
nobody's listening or caring. That's not true of everybody. I know you know 
this already, and I'm sure you could list off hundreds of positive examples. 
But if the day ever comes when you need a reminder (or an extra dose of 
hope), read this: 
 
--The youth of this country are with you. So much of the activism around 
climate change in the USA is driven by youth, who overwhelmingly rate 
environment/energy/climate issues as some of the most important to them. 
 
--The meteorologist who writes the daily weather report for my state's 
biggest newspaper always considered himself a Republican, but he has 
followed climate science for decades and now has become an outspoken 
advocate for climate action, writing about climate change in his daily 
column all the time and being an active participant in the Climate Science 
Rapid Response Team. 
 
--Everyone who was at COP16 with me has continued to devote their time 
to climate work. Many of them are working full-time on 
climate/energy/environment issues. 
 
--I wrote my undergraduate thesis on building a social movement in the 
United States around climate change, and have other friends who did 
likewise. 
 
--Those of us who care about climate are frankly disgusted with the lack of 
meaningful climate conversation in current politics. This is not just me, 
and it's not just the group of folks I know personally -- there are 
hundreds of thousands of us who are embarrassed by the posture the USA 



takes toward climate change and working as hard as we know how to 
change that. 
 
--It was so inspiring (for our entire delegation) to listen to you talk at 
COP16. Not the type of inspiring that flares up and is quickly forgotten, 
but the type that (for me) keeps building and flickering and getting 
brighter until it joins with others and spreads out into the world. You're 
doing exactly what you need to be doing right now and your words are not 
always falling on deaf ears. 
 
That's all. Don't we all have letters in our life we wish we'd written? 
This is one of mine. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Andy Pearson 
Minneapolis, MN, USA	  


